






Volunteers are at the heart of WIND. And 
volunteer, Jay Torres, epitomizes that 
description, as does his friend Salvatore “Pop” 
Soldano.  These dedicated men show up at 
the youth center every Friday to share their 
expertise in making stained glass with our 
kids. The kids love it! Torres, whose passion 
for stained glass started in 1994 while in a 
Catholic Church in the village of Medjugore, 
has been teaching the craft to WIND youth for 
more than two years. “I love working with the 
kids,” says Torres, who is retired from a long 

career working with teens, most recently at 
the California Conservation Corp. With some 
20 students at the beginning of the semester, 
Torres called upon Soldano, his first stained-
glass instructor, for help. “He’s a terrific 
guy,” says Torres. “The kids love him.” Pop 
Soldano, a very young octogenarian, started 
working with stained glass in 1984, when 
his wife signed him up for a beginning class. 
Today, Soldano sells his wares at various crafts 
shows. Both men find their time at WIND 
personally satisfying. “For some kids, this 

(stained glass project) is the first thing in life 
they have done from start to finish on their 
own,” says Torres. Soldano agrees, “I like to 
spread the craft around,” he says. “It’s nice.” 
WIND teen Matthew Fahsholtz looks forward 
to the weekly stained glass classes and says 
that Mr. Torres is, “the nicest man you could 
ever have as a teacher.” And student Brittany 
Hanlon says that making stained glass is, “the 
activity I love most here—more than cooking. 
And I love cooking.” Brittany calls Torres 
and Soldano “Awesome.” “They are really 

Volunteers making a difference: Jay Torres and Sal Soldano

A BIG THANKS! to all of you for your kind gifts.  You are making HUGE CHANGES in the lives of our kids.
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